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CHOICE AND COMBINATION OF ENTERPRISES 
Comparative Returns per Hour of Labor 
New York, 1931-38 
Enterprise 4 193135 ': 1954-38 3: Enterprise : 1931-33 : 1934-38 
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Livestock : : 2: Fruit : § 
Dairy cows : pOLe % eebe iss ~ Apples : se4g : 045¢ 
Hens : ee ee gon We Cherries : 006 : 064 
Raising chicks : at8 gO Ons ae Peaches : 025 : 254 
Incubation : see Levin. a3 Pears : 016 : 056 
Sheep = -.65 : aOGt2 sit : 
Feeder lambs - e00 ¢ ot8 s¢ Hay : ; 
Hogs > =.09 : else, Alfalfa : 00g : 532 
: : ate Legume mixtures : =e2l ‘ 020 
Vegetables : : ::  #Nonlegumes : aot : =e0'F 
Beans, dry me oe % e500 2: 
Cabbage : ey eG es Grain : : 
Corn, sweet : ak at o42°\ os Barley : -41¢ : O7¢ 
Peas, canning : mp0 .é o LG ~ ie § Corn : 002 : 022 
Potatoes : we. pO te Oats : esol : = 202 
Tomatoes, canning: eae (| i ga1 2% Mixtures : =e09 : - 2038 
$ : 2: Wheat : Ol : 047 


Things to consider in choosing enterprises: 


1. Labor distribution. 

2e Use of byproducts. 

Se Use of land. } 
4, Maintenance of soil fortility. f/ 
5. Spreading of risks 7 
6- Distribution of income. 

7. Efficient use of buildings and machinery. 
8. Profits of the farm business as a unit. 


Conclusions: 


le Each farm is an individual problem. 

2e A farmer should choose several of the most important crops in the 
region, carry an economical unit of each, and add other work to 
balance business. 

Ss The more favorable the conditions for any one enterprise, the ae 
greater the justification to specialize. 

4. Before dropping any enterprise that is covering cash costs, but 
not non-cash costs, one should decide if anything else will 
pay better. 

5e A well-balanced farm business pays beste 
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